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THREE NAMES IN THE INEXISTENT SEMINAR

Gil Caroz

In his “Introduction to the Names-of-the-Father”,! Lacan distinguishes and ties at the
same time, different versions of God. Among these, it might be interesting to isolate
three, pinned by Lacan starting from three names given to God.

The Animal
The first of these versions which we will isolate, is apprehended starting from the name
Elohim.

Elohim designates in the Bible a proper name of the unique God, but we find it there,
equally employed as a common name.” Originally, Elohim was, in effect, a common
name. This is the plural form of the word £/ which signifies, in all Semitic languages,
“divinity, god”.

Lacan, for himself, designates by the name Elohim, the ancestral animal which
commemorates the times of creation. Thus, “God of the corner”, to which, following
Lacan, it was common practice to sacrifice one‘s small child before the birth of
monotheism, carries the trace of this ancestral animal. Lacan is referring here to the
commentary that Raschi makes regarding the sacrifice of Abraham, designated in the
Jewish tradition as the “sacrifice of Isaac”. Following Raschi, indeed, this primordial
Elohim is represented by the ram sacrificed in the place of Isaac; “the ram was there”,
says Rachi, “ready to be sacrificed since the six days of creation™ — and not ““the seven
days™ as Lacan says in page 100.

1. LACAN ], Introduction au Noms-du-Pere, Des Noms-du-Pere, (in French) Paris, Seuil, 2005.
The quotations in the text which have no reference come from this text. Each time the page is
indicated.

The Hebraic Encvclopaedia, item: El (in Hebrew).

Berechith with the commentary of Rachi, (in Hebrew and French), Jerusalem, ED. Gallia and
Yerid haSefarim, 1998, p. 277.
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