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The Body and the Symptom

Eric Laurent

Speaking Through One's Symptom,
Speaking Through One's Body

This text rs the presentation for the Sxth Encuentro Americano de Psicoan5tisis de
la Orientacion Lacaniana held in Buenos Aires on 22-23 November 2013. lt was
published in French rn Quarto, lssue 105, September 2013.1

Jprnxl,va through 7ne's Body, the titte chosen for the ENAPOL Vl meeting,
indicates a pressing concern and corresponds to a fact .  In the modern-day
disposi t ion of  the Other of  c iv i t isat ion,  words and bodies are separate f rom each
other. The subtitte, Ihe Crisis of Norms and Agitation in the Real, refers to a duaI
causal  ser ies.  On the one hand, norms are f inding i t  harder to make our bodies
f i t  into standard uses by forc ibLy inscr ib ing them by means of  the infernal
machine in which the master-s igni f ier  instaILs i ts discipt ines of  marking and
educat ing.  The upshot of  th is is that  our bodies are being tef t  to their  own devices,
fever ishty stamping themselves with s igns that do not manage to give them
consistence. 0n the other hand, agi tat ion on the side of  the reaI can be read as

1[TN:Apart f romtheopeningandctosingsect ions, th istext istakenfromatranscr ipt ionof atecture
delivered on 7 Juty 2012 as part of the Lacan lecteur de Freud series organised by Martdne Betitos and
Renato SeidL of  ASREEP-NLS. The video may be viewed at :  ht tp: / / l ,ecturesfreudiennes.
word press.c oml2012109l02laudio-avec-er ic- [au rent-et- f  rancois-ansermet-seance-du-07- ju i t tet-
201 2-d u -s intho me-seconde- pa r t ie/ l
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2 Lacan, - .1. ,  
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3 Mit ter ,  J.-A.,  "Lacanian B : ._: .
Spr ing 2001, pp. 6-29.
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one of  the consequences of  the object  a 's "r ise to the zeni th"2.  Foregrounding
the requirement for  jouissance makes our bodies conform to an ' i ron [aw'whose
consequences have to be strictly observed.

Our bodies seem to look af ter  themselves. l f  there is one thing that appears
to be snatching hotd of  them, then i t  is  the [anguage of  b io l .ogy.  l t  operates on the
body, st ic ing i t  up into messages of  i ts  own; equivocat ion-free messages that do
not betong to any spoken language. l t  produces operated bodies,  ' therapised'

bodies,  bodies that  have been genet icat ty ' therapised'  or  genet ical . ty modif ied.
Sooner or later we shat[  a| ' t  be genet icat ly modif ied organisms. 0ur bodies are
being 'cosmet ic ised'  by th is st ic ing,  resul ' t ing in a reaI whose ef fect iveness
Jacques-Atain Mit ter  under l ined in his short  t reat ise on "Lacanian BioLogy"3.

Psychoanatysis formed its grasp of the join between words and bodies from one
precise angte: that of the symptom. Starting off from Charcot's clinical spectacle,
Freud extracted the rebus from the formation of hysterics' symptoms. Lacan said
that Freud came along at a time when he was abte to see that people were no longer
interested in anything but the symptom. Everything that used to be wisdom, ways and
means, indeed, representation under a divine gaze, started to fatt by the wayside.
There remained the symptom in so far as a symptom questions each and every one
of us in that which perturbs our body. As the presence of the signifier of the Other in
oneself, a symptom is a marking, a cutting. At this site there occurs a traumatic
upsurge of jouissance. Starting with the symptoms of hysterics, Freud came to
recognise the path by which the perturbation of the body occurs. Through words, it
performs a new sticing and marking out of the paths by which jouissance arises.

The axis around which hysterrcatsymptoms revotve is formed by love for the
father. This is what keeps the hysteric's body always on the brink of coming apart.
It is what forms its handle, to use Lacan's expression. This is precisely what was
at issue at  the t ime, and this is why we have to conceive of  the symptom not on
the basis of  bel ief  in the Name-of- the-Father,  but  on the basis of  the ef f icacy of
psychoanalyt ic pract ice.  Through i ts handt ing of  t ruth,  th is pract ice obtains
something that touches on the rea[.  Something resonates in the body from the
angte of  the symbot ic,  and this compets the symptom to respond.

0ur quest ion shat l  be:  'how do our bodies speak beyond the hyster ical
symptom that presupposes love for the father as i ts hor izon?'

The Unconscious and the Hysterical Symptom

)ovrrutuo etse is at  stake in the unconscious besides unconsciousness. The
Freudian unconscious is not automat ic unconsciousness. l t  does not fat l  under

2 Lacan, J. ,  "Radiophonie",  Autres dcr i ts,  Seui t ,  Par is,  2001 ,  p.  414.
3MiLter,J.-A.,  LacanianBiotogyandtheEventof theBody", t ranst.B.P.Futks,Lacanianlnk, lssue18,

Spr ing 2001, pp. 6-29.
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the heading of  the pre- inscr ibed automat ic behaviour of  which one has no
conscious awareness in the cogni t ive sense. What is at  stake in the unconscious?
We get a better idea of  i t  f rom what Lacan catts " the astounding picture of
amnesia that  is termed ident i ty amnesia."a In ident i ty amnesia,  the subject  does
not know who he is. He is comptetely unable to respond to anything that concerns
his ident i ty,  h is memories,  h is fami ly,  where he comes from, and so on. 0n the
other hand, he can enjoy fu[ taccess to the di f ferent knowtedge he has acquired:
foreign [anguages, how to use compticated machinery, and so forth. This contrast
between the subject  of  enunciat ion and everything that betongs to the reatm of
the statement -  the possibte statements -  poses a major problem.

During those years,  Lacan put forward the hypothesis that  the Freudian
unconscious entai ts a certain retat ionship between speech and wri t ing,  and that
i t  can be ascertained by means of  a new form of wr i t ing:  the knots.  He says this
expl.icitty in the first lesson of Seminar XXIV: "1'm trying to introduce something
that goes further than the unconscious."5 This is not the Lacan of  the return to
Freud, i t  is  the Lacan of  the farewel l  to Freud. l t  was high t ime. He had been
wait ing for  a long white,  and his t ime was very short .  He was saying this in 1977,
when he was onty to l ive another four years.  So, in proposing something that
goes further than the unconscious",  he is f i rst  and foremost proposing a spat iaI

metaphor.
He immediatety comptements th is spat iaI  metaphor wi th a quest ion about

t ime: "For the anatysis of  a dream, do we reatty have to say that one shoutd
restr ict  onesetf  to what happened the day before?"6 To exptain the dream, one
surety has to draw on things that reach r ight  back to " the very fabr ic of  the
unconscious".T Si tuat ing the unconscious as a fabr ic atso means introducing that
which forms a hote,  namety the quest ion of  t rauma.

During those years,  Lacan was putt ing forward a ser ies of  new proposi t ions
in psychoanatysis,  and among these new proposi t ions the reformutat ion of  the
question of hysteria was crit icat. After the Seminar on Joyce,s Lacan offered a
series of re-readings of the Studies on Hysteria, but they approached it from the
opposi te angle.  This path can be fot lowed over a yeartong sequence of
punctuat ions between 9 March 1976 and 26 February 1977 ( the date of  h is
Brussets lecture on hysteriae). We are going to begin this yeartong sequence with
a deciphering of what he puts forward on hysteria in Seminar)(Xll l.

To the best of my knowledge, there is just one direct reference to hysteria in
Seminar XXII/. l t is a friendty acknowtedgment, a Littte nudge for a friend of his,

4 Lacan, J., "La m6prise du sulet suppose savoir", Autres ecrits, op. cit., p. 334.
5 Lacan, J., 16 November 197 6 lesson of Le sdminaire XXIV, Llinsu que sait de l 'une-b6vue s'aile A mourre,

in ] rn icar ?,  lssue 12113, December 1977, p.  5.
6 lbid.
7 tbid.
8 Lacan, J., Le sdminaire, Livre XXlll, Le sinthome, Seuit, Paris, 2005.
9 Lacan, J., "0n Hysteria", trans[. N. Wijtf ing, Psychoanalytical Notebooks, lssue 21,2010.
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H6tdne Cixous. You can f ind i t  in the seventh chapter,  which opens the sect ion
that bears the surpr is ing heading: "Linvent ion du r6et" .  The chapter carr ies the
equal . ty provocat ive t i t te,  "D'une fat tace t6moignant du reet" .  Fal lace is an otd
word, t ike srnthome, which is seldom used in modern French. The word that has
remained in modern-day French is the adjective fallacieux. The otd feminine noun
fal lace corresponds to the ptace that Lacan gives to the phat lus:  the phattus is a
sembtant that vouches for the reat. This is quite different from the way that the
phaLl.us is represented in the Ecnfs. In the text that sets out the ctassicaI position,
"Die Bedeutung des PhaLtus",  the phal . l .us exists as a way of  vouching for
signi f icat ion,  and even for at l .  the ef fects of  s igni f icat ion. l0 Here in Seminar )$l l l
we meet it again as a fallace that vouches for the reat.

This new posi t ion of  the phat lus that  l ies outside the paternal  metaphor
enabtes Lacan to take up the question of hysteria. The ptay Le Portrait de Dora by
Hetdne Cixous, which was running at  the t ime in a smat[  Par is ian theatre,
altowed Lacan to say, "it might interest a few of you to go and see how it has been
put together.  l t  is  put  together in a reaI fashion."11 This quest ion of  being "put

together in a real  fashion" is rather odd. Lacan explains himsetf  :  " l  mean that
reat i ty,  the real i ty of  the rehearsa[s,  for  instance, is ut t imatety what has
dominated the actors."  l t  was real ised in such a way that i t  was not the text  that
dominated the actors,  but  the very pragmatics of  the fact  of  saying. This hetps us
to get away from the idea that the s igni f ier  organises a text  that  organises the
actors.  Here,  i t  is  rather the case that the actors ' reat ise'  the text .

Lacan accentuates the fact  that  the show " is about hyster i6". t2 He notes that
the actress who ptays Dora is somewhat in a bind, s ince Freud's Dora "does not
show the vir tues of  a hyster ic at  a[ t . "13 This term "vir tues" is worthy of  note.  The
actor who ptays Freud is in even more of a bind, "he reatty looks rather bothered,
and you can hear i t  in his det ivery."  The upshot of  th is is that ,

We are faced with a hysteria [...] tfrat I could call rncomplete. I mean
that hyster ia has always been in twos, or has been since Freud,
anyway. Here we can see i t  reduced to what I  might cal ta mater ia l
state. la

This strange quaLi f icat ion of  the "materral  state" of  hyster ia is spe[t  out  more
fuLty r ight  af ter :

l0Lacan,J. ,"TheSigni f icat ionof thePhattus", t ranst .A.Sher idan, Ecr i ts,ASelect ion, lgTT,Tavistock,
London, pp.281-91.

1 'l Lacan, J., Le sdminaire, Livre /tXlll, Le sinthome, op. cit., p. 105.
12lbid. .  p.  106.
13 tbid.
14 tbid.

I
I

I

I
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This is why this is going to s i t  rather wel l  wi th what I 'm about to
exp[ain to you. The pLay lacks the etement that  was added some
time ago -  before Freud, when at [  is  said and done -  namety,  the
way in which hyster ia has to be understood. l5

With th is reference to understanding we f ind our t radi t ionaI bear ings for hyster ia.
The hysterica[ symptom is a symptom that speaks par excellence, a symptom
that is addressed. l t  carr ies a meaning. In the end, the mater iaI  is  the symptom
as such, separate f rom meaning. What Lacan f inds t remendously interest ing in
the Dora that Cixous puts on the stage is that  she presents the hyster ia wi thout
the meaning, which means that one can' t  understand i t  anymore. This is what he
considers to be important.  Lacan puts th is in a very surpr is ing way: "This

produces something very str ik ing and very instruct ive.  l t 's  a k ind of  r ig id
hyster ia."  Cixous's hyster ia presents a Dora who hasn' t  been ki t ted out wi th
meaning. l t  is  hyster ia wi thout a partner.  When Lacan says that s ince Freud,
"hyster ia has atways been in twos",  he is designat ing the fact  that  the hyster ic is
accompanied by her interpretand. This began "before Freud",  wi th Josef Breuer,
and even before that, with hypnosis therapies. In Ettenberger's The Discovery of
the Unconscious,16 you can read the catatogue of everything that had started at the
end of  the eighteen-sevent ies to resonate wi th the interpretand.

To understand what Lacan means by the term "r ig id hyster ia" we have to
keep reading SemrnarXXl l .  There he presents a "r ig id" Borromean chain. lTWhy
is i t  r ig id,  apart  f  rom the fact  that  i t  is  depicted using rectangutar squares instead
of r ings?

"Rigid" Borromean chain

15 lbid.
16 Ettenberger, H. F., The Discovery of the Unconscious: The History and Evolution of Dynamic Psychiatry,

Basic Books, New York,  1 970.

1 7 Lacan, J., Le s6minaire, Livre lrXI l l, Le srnthome, op cit., pp. 1 06-7.
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I ts r ig id i ty I ies in nothing etse but the fact  that  i t  hotds together at t  by i tseLf.  That
is to say,  th is knot is a mode of  the subject  that  has no need of  an extra r ing:  the
Name-of- the-Father.  The whote quest ion l ies here.  The hyster ia that  Cixous
presents for  us is hyster ia wi thout the interpretand of  the Name-of- the-Father.
I t  is  a hyster ia that  hotds together on i ts own. Lacan presents the "r ig id" status
of the chain not on[y in th is rectangutar form but atso in the form of his modif ied
simutat ion of  an armit tary sphere.18

Borromean chain s imutat ing an armit tary sphere

As a re-writ ing of the Sfudies on Hysteria from the starting point of Joyce, this
is a minimal point ,  but  an essent ia l  one. We move from the " tatk ing" system to
the symptom as a piece of  wr i t ing.

ln the appendix to the book of  Seminar XrXl l / ,  in the "Not ice de f i I  en aigui t te"
that Jacques-Atain Mit ter  draf ted,  we can read the fol towing:

l f  the knot hol ,ds togetheras a support  for the subyect,  there is no
need of  the Name-of- the-Father:  i t  is  suoerf  Luous. l f  the knot does
not hoLd together,  the Name serves as a s inthome. In
psychoanaLysis,  the Name is an instrument for  resolv ing
jouissance through meaning. le

This is what Lacan in i t iaLty wrote wi th the paternaI metaphor.  The Name-of- the-
Father a[ tows for a phat l . ic  value to be given to the Mother 's Desire.  The
instrument,  the Name, woutd then al low for a phatt ic value to be given to
everything that gets said.

Signi f ied to the Subject

=.:Lution of Dynamic Psychiatry

Speaking Through One's Symptom, Speaking Through One's Body 143



Lacan was later to generat ise th is metaphor,  inscr ib ing jouissance
underneath the bar,  in language UangueT, at  the tocus of  the Other,  so as to be
metaphor ised:

The Name is an instrument for  resotving jouissance through meaning in the
same way that,  in the paternaI metaphor,  the Name resotves the s igni f ied of  the
Mother 's Desire by giv ing i t  the s igni f icat ion of  the pha[[us.

This is what is being reformutated in the wr i t ing of  the "r ig id" chain,  the chain
that hoLds together by i tset f .  l t  is  a chain such that jouissance and meaning are
hetd together wi thout needing to go via the Name-of- the-Father,  tove for the
father or identif ication with the father.

ln the first lesson of the foltowing seminar, L'insu que sait de I 'une bevue s'aile
a mourre,  Lacan pursues his search for a 'beyond of  the unconscious' .  He dares
to transtate the Freu dian Unbewusste by I 'Une-bevue, "the unary btunder", which
in French is a homophony rather than a t ranstat ion,  but an exceedingty wetL-
founded one because the tit le, L'insu que sait..., is an astounding ptay on words:
the unconscious as an insu, an "unknown",  but  which se sai t ,  which is known
somewhere.

Among the var ious new expressions in French, an expression used by a
professionaI cyct ist  caught using performance-enhancing drugs has become
famous: d l ' insu de mon plein gre,  "unbeknownst to my futL wi l t ingness".  This is
very instruct ive on the quest ion of  knowing. What does i t  mean to know what one
knows? L'insu que sait de I 'une bevue s'aile a mourre inquires into this.

Symptom and ldentif ication

I
lN the f i rst  lesson of  Seminar)(XlV, Lacan poses quest ions that t ink up direct ty
with the seventh chapter of SeminarMlll.ln the transcription pubtish'ed in Ornicar ?,
we read the foltowing:

ldent i f icat ion is what crystal [ ises in an ident i ty [ .  J Though I
rea| . ised I  had forgotten my semrnar on Freud's ldent i f izrerung, I
remember very wel l  that  for  Freud there are three modes of
ident i f icat ion [  . ]  The form of ident i f icat ion that he qual i f ies,
wi thout us reat lV seeinq whv, as love, is ident i f rcat ion wi th the
father:2c

20 Lacan, J., 16 November 1976 [esson of Le sdminaire XXIV, op. cit.
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Having provided a logicaI  version of  the paternaI metaphor,  Lacan is now saying
that we do not reat ly know why this is so.  There is at [  manner of  fantasis ing in
what Freud ca[[s the Father:  totem and taboo, the Darwinian stor ies,  the
prehistory of  anything and everything, and his fundamentaI  bet ief  in the father.

Next, Lacan extracts:

An identif ication constituted by participafion. Freud pinpoinis this as
hyster ical  ident i f icat ion.  And then there is a th i rd ident i f icat ion,
which he makes with a t ra i t .  a t ra i t  that  lonce translated as the
unary trait.

Part ic ipat ive ident i f icat ion impt ies a partner:  in twos. He says as much: hyster ia
went two by two. This ' two'  is  not onty the bond between the hyster ic and her
interpretand; i t  atso designates the fact  that  she takes a symptom from the other
whom she loves. The exampte that Freud gives in the seventh chapter of
Massenpsychotogie is that  of  Dora's aphonia,  which was an ident i f icat ion wi th
what she took to be the jouissance of herfather performing cunnil ingus on Frau K.21
The aphonia br ings her mouth into ptay,  in th is "part ic ipat ion" in her father 's
jouissance. The father is the love object ,  but  th is love impLies part ic ipat ing in
jouissance.

Last[y,  there is the th i rd form of ident i f icat ion,  which before Lacan,
psychoanatysis teft entirety by the wayside, considering it to be the most banal
form of ident i f icat ion.  The exampte Freud gives is the gir ts '  boarding schoot.  One
of the girts receives a letter from the boy she loves, and the letter causes her pain.
That night rn the dormitory,  a| ' t  the gir ls start  cry ing;  they are a[ [  st i r red in the
same way. lt is an hystericalepidemic. They do not know the boy, they do not even
know who he is, but their ctassmate's pain stirs the whote dormitory. Lacan sees
this last  form of  ident i f icat ion,  the foundat ion of  the hyster icaIepidemic,  as a key.

Freud says that, in the second form, the identif ication "on[y borrows a singte
trai t "  f rom the father.  Lacan reads this as the fundamental  Freudian intui t ion of
the reduct ion of  ident i f icat ion to a t ra i t ,  to which he ascr ibes the fundamentaI
value of  a wr i t ten t ra i t .  The trai t  that  appearbd in Seminar /X takes on an
al together special  weight.  Start ing of f  f rom this second form of ident i f icat ion,
Lacan takes up the f i rst  and the thi rd.  Furthermore, i t  is  on the basis of  the th i rd
form of ident i f icat ion that he starts to examine the second, saying that Dora's
part ic ipat ion in the jouissance with which she ident i f ies is i tset f  a t ra i t .  Next,  he
wi[ [  cat [  into quest ion the f i rst  ident i f icat ion wi th the father in order to refer i t
back to a trait of the father, rather than the father of the horde and the whote
Lamarcko-Darwinian mishmash that for  a whi te so fascinated Freud.

21 Freud, S., Group Psychotogy and the Anatysis of the Ego", The Standard Edition of the Complete
Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud,Yol. XVlll, transt. J. Strachey, Hogarth Press, London, 1955,
pp. 106-7.
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The quest ion that Lacan wants to tackte so as to shed t ight  on the quest ion
of hyster ia is that  of  ident i f icat ion.  He tacktes i t  not  f rom the angte of  myth,  but
f rom the angte of  the exper ience of  psychoanatysis.  He asks,  "wi th what,  then,
does one ident i fy at  the end of  analysis? Does one ident i fy wi th one's
unconscious? |  don' t  bet ieve so."22 He says, " the unconscious remains the Other",
and " l  don' t  see how one can give meaning to the unconscious".  You can see that
identif ication and giving meaning are related. The end of anatysis produces an
impossibiLi ty of  ident i fy ing wi th one's unconscious. In th is sense, ident i f icat ion
with the symptom is the fL ipside of  hyster icaI  ident i f icat ion.  Hyster icaL
ident i f icat ion is ident i f icat ion wi th the other 's symptom, through part ic ipat ion.
Lacan contrasts th is form of ident i f  icat ion wi th ident i f icat ion conceived of  on the
basis of  the phenomena of  the Pass and the end of  anatysis.

The Real of the Analytic Symptom
,^\
\Jr.r the basis of this identifying with one's symptom, Lacan wit[ examine the
tension between the hyster ical  symptom and the anatyt ic symptom. He
compticates the opposi t ion between hyster icaI  ident i f rcat ion and ident i f icat ion
with one's symptom by saying: "l have stated that the symptom can be the sexuat
pdrtner."za This is a second phase in retat ion to the cr i t ique of  hyster ical
ident i f icat ion.  l t  is  not  a part ic ipat ion in the other 's symptom, i t  is  one's own
symptom, but th is symptom can be the other party.  0ne's symptom, the th ing
that is most 'onesetf ' ,  is  in fact  one's sexuaI partner.

Lacan then asks what i t  means to "be acquainted" wi th one's symptom. What
is the difference between being acquainted and knowing? fo say that one's sexual
partner is a symptom is to say that one's sexuatpartner is the one with whom one
is unacquainted, because there is no possibte way of  being acquainted with the
sexuaI partner. We need to keep in mind this opposition between being acquainted
and knowing, and remember that the symptom is on the side of knowtedge, which
precisety impt ies not being acquainted:

lhave stated that the symptom can be the sexuaLpartner,  1. . . i  t f re
symptom taken in the sense that,  to use the term of acquaintance,
i t  is  what we re best acquainted with,  though thrs doesn t  go very
far.  Connai t re has just  th is str ict  sense. l t  is  the only form of
acquaintance, taken in the sense that i t  has been stated that a man
has onLy to steep with a woman for i t  to be said that  he knows her,
or vrce-versa.2o

22 Lacan. J., 1 6 November 197 6 lesson of Le sem i na i re XXIV, op. cit., p. 6.
23 tbid.

24 tbid.
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This is Bibt icat  knowing.In the Bibte,  to know a woman means to have sex
with her.  Lacan cont inues:

As -  despi te making an ef for t  -  i t  is  a fact  that  I  am not a woman,
I  do not know about what a woman can know of a man. l t  is  qui te
possibte that  th is is something that goes very far ,  but  a[ [  the same
it  cannot go so far as for  the woman to bel ieve the man.25

These are comptex devetopments wi th respect to a nether s ide of  the
metaphor of  d iv ine creat ion.  Next,  he says:

Even when chi tdren are involved, chi tdren remain a parasi te for  a
woman. They are a parasi te,  a parasi t ism. In a woman s uterus,
the chi id rs a parasi te.  Everything points in thrs direct ion,  up to and
including the fact  that  th ings can go very wrong between the
parasi te and the betty.2"

This is a very usefutobservation for chitd psychiatrists and adutt psychiatrists
at ike,  on the fact  that  any pregnancy can possess a st ight  aspect of  pregnancy
deniat. There is no conna issance of pregnancy. There is atways a point at which a
woman doesn' t  know that she is pregnant.  There are not onty the ser ious cases
of radical  pregnancy deniat that  have been hi t t ing the headl ines.  There are atso
very precise and det icate detai ls that  onty appear in an anatysis,  but  when one
takes them into account,  one can say that there is something that cannot be
known, in the sense of  a t ransparency of  one's cognisance. Knowtedge can be
unknown, but not cognisance. Lacan says as much in th is text :

So, what then does i t  mean to be acquainted with something? To
be acquainted with one s symptom means to know how to get
atong with i t ,  to have a way with i i ,  to know how to handte i t .27

This is what happens with one's sexuaI partnei .  One just  about manages to
get atong with one's partner,  to handte one's partner.

What man knows how to do with his image corresponds to th is in some
respects,  and i t  a l lows us " to entertain the way in which people get by wi th their
symptom".28 So, Lacan is asserting that this is not about knowtedge as a symbotic
wri t ing.  One gets atong with one's sexual  partner in the same way that one gets
along with one's image. There is atways some aspect of  narcissism in one's

25 tbid.
26 lbid.
2l tbid.
28 tbid.
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choice of  partner,  not  at  the leveI of  the image but at  the [eveI of  one's handt ing
of it. The rote of the imaginary takes on a very important vatue here. We are no
longer in the era when the imaginarywas depreciated in retat ion to the symbot ic.
This is an imaginary that  furnishes us wi th fundamentaI  coordinates for  t iv ing in
this wortd.  Gett ing along with the image is what at tows us,  just  about,  to get atong
with our sexuaI partner.  Here the imaginary is ptaced in cont inui ty wi th the reat.

This is t rue in science as wet[ .  Science needs the dimension of  the imaginary.
The proof,  as Lacan tet ts us,  is  the detour that  i t  takes via the theory of  models:

Lord Kelv in considered that sctence was something in which a
model funct ioned, and which, wi th the hetp of  th is modet,  enabled
one to predict  resutts of  how the reaI funct ions.2e

So, in science, "one turns to the imaginary in order to form an idea of  the reat."30
Lacan advances in his reasoning by enduing the imaginary with a consistence,

by enduing the symbot ic wi th a consistence, and then asking what the
consistence of  the reat might be.

I  reat ised that fo consrst  meant that  the body needed to be spoken
about,  that  there is a body of  the imaginary,  a body of  the symbol ic
-  which ts la langue -  and a body of  the real ,  and we don' t  know how
the lat ter  emerges.3l

The body of the symbotic is Lalangue, the fu[[ range of equivocations of the
spoken tongue. The imaginary is what at lows us to get atong, i t  is  the modet.  But
what might the real  of  the body be? For Lord Kelv in,  th is is what science refuses
to admit. We have a modet, but we do not knowwhat the bodv of the real is. There
are no hypotheses about th is.

Sameness and the Body of the Real
I
Lacax strives to define the body of the real from the angte of psychoanatysis.
He introduces his development f rom the start ing point  of  the same quest ion of
how to designate in a homotogous way the three forms of  ident i f icat ion s ingted
out by Freud:
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[. . .J hyster ical ,  ident i f icat ion,  then the Loving ident i f icat ion wi th the
father,  and then the form of ident i f icat ion that I  shaLL cal l  neutral ,
the one that is nei ther one nor the other,  the ident i f icat ion wi th a
trai t  [  . . ]  that  I  caLled anv old t ra i t .32

Any otd t ra i t  " that  is  s impl.y the same".  For the reat,  the important th ing is that  i t
should be the same in mater ia l  terms: " the not ion of  matter is fundamental  in
that i t  founds sameness."33

We now understand why Lacan was so gtad to say that H6tdne Cixous was
present ing a "mater iat"  hyster ia.  She was present ing something on the side of
a sameness that repeats outside meaning, which has no need of  meaning, which
is not jo ined to i t .

0n the other hand, says Lacan, the s igni f ier  forms a ser ies,  in the opposi t ion
between sameness and otherness, between S, and Sr.  There are a ser ies of
others,  uni ts,  "between which a btunder is always possible".3a The reat,
meanwhite,  is  the mater ia l  repet i t ion of  the same inasmuch as jouissance
repeats. At the [eve[ of the symbotic, there are ones which form a series and in
which one can make a mistake. To say that there are blunders amounts to saying
that there are equivocat ions.  Lacan's unconscious is made up of  une-bevues,
unary btunders", which are unary signifiers that atways give rise to equivocation.

In "Die Bedeutung des Phattus",  Lacan si tuated equivocat ion on the basis of
Frege's dist inct ion between meaning and reference. You can say that Venus is
the "morning star"  or  the "evening star" ,  but  i t  refers to the same Venus. These
two descr ipt ions,  these two signi f icat ions,  are both s igns of  Venus. Venus is a
ptanet out there in the sotar system, whi tst  in [anguage one can say "morning

star" or "evening star". ln Seminar XXlll,"the fallace that vouches for the rea[" is
very much on the side of  the s ign. The phattus is no longer being si tuated in the
st id ing ef fects of  s igni f icat ion.  This s l id ing marks out a pattern of  jouissance that
atways stays the same, and which can be named in [anguage by unary s igni f iers
through which one can atways make a mistake.

The consequence of this is a presentation of the body of the parlitre, of the
t iv ing being, wi thout br inging in hyster ical .  ident i f icat ion whi fh btends symptom
and meaning. The body of  the hyster ic subject  is  "ct ipped"gs by the s igni f ier ,
because hyster ical  symptoms present themse[ves as patterns of  [oss.  The
ctipped body is the body that loses its arm through hystericaI paratysis, that toses
i ts Leg or i ts voice.  In contrast  to th is cLipped body, there is the tor ic bodywith a

32 tbid. ,  p.9.

33 Lacan, J., 14 December 1976 lesson of Le sdminaire XXIV, op. cit., p. 10.
3/+ tbid.

35 Lacan, J. ,  Tetevis ion",  t ranst .  D. Hott ier ,  R. Krauss, A. Michetson, TeLevis ion/A Chal lenge to the
Psychoanalytic Establishment, Norton, New York/London, 1990, p. 6 [where cisail le is transtated as
"shear ing"J.
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hole in i t .  The body presents i tset f  as an organisat ion of  the reat,  the symbot ic and
the imaginary,  around one or two holes,  and i t  holds together by i tset f .  The tor ic
body is a representation of the body of the Living being beyond the hysterical. body.
From this perspect ive,  one can dist inguish between the symptom as an "event

of  the body":s and the hyster icaI  symptom.
Lacan puts th is as fot lows:

The di f ference between hyster ics and me [ . . . ]  is  that  hysterrcs are
supported in their  rod-t ike form by an armature.  This armature is
dist inct  f  rom their  consciousness. l t  is  their  Love for their  fa iher.37

To make the hyster ic subject  hotd together,  one has to add a Name-of- the-
Father.  But th is is what is no [onger necessary in the aforement ioned "r ig id

hyster ia" in the Cixous styte.

Freud onty had a few ideas about what the unconscious is,  but
when you read him i t  seems that one can infer that  he thought i t
was made up of  ef fects of  the s igni f  ier .  [ . . . ]  He was not at  ease, and
he did not have a way with knowtedge. That is what we caLl feeble-
mindedness, to which I  must say I  am no except ion,  because I  have
to cope with the same mater iatas everyone etse,  and because this
mater iaI  is  what inhabi ts us.38

And here,  "mater iat"  is  again taken as the real  of  jouissance. Lacan proposes an
unconscious that is no longer made up of  ef fects of  the s igni f ier .  He is proposing
another version of  an unconscious, one that is no longer made up of  the
signi f ier 's ef fects on an imaginary body, but an unconscious made up of  th is knot
of  the imaginary,  the symbot ic and the reat.  He inctudes the instance of  the reaL
which is the pure repet i t ion of  sameness: what Jacques-Alain Mit ter  isotated in
his most recent course in the dimension of  the One-att-atone that repeats.3e

Three Forms of Consistence and the Body-Event

I
In v iew of  th is,  Lacan was able to wr i te the fot towing in 'Joyce te Sympt6me I l l i " ,

36 Lacan, J., 'Joyce [e Sympt6me ll l]" , Autres ecrits, op. cit., p. 569
37 Lacan, J., 14 Decem ber 197 6 lesson oI Le sdminaire XXIV, op. cit., p. 13.
38 Lacan, J., 1 1 January 1976 lesson of Le sdminaire lrXlV, L'insu que sait de I'une-b6vue s'aile A mourre,

in 0rnicar ?,  lssue 14, Spr ing 1978, p.  5.
39 Mit ter ,  J.-A.,  Lacanian )r ientat ion.  L '6tre et  l 'un,  teaching det ivered within the sett ing of  the

Department of  Psychoanatysis,  Universi ty of  Par is 8,2010-2011, to appear in French under the new
titte L'Un-tout-seul.
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This sentence def ines the woman|.y posi t ion as an ant i -hyster icaI  symptom. This
def in i t ion of  the womanly posi t ion enabtes i t  to be dist inguished from hyster ia.
Shoutd th is not be the case, "she remains the so-cal ted hyster ic symptom [ . . .J.
Which means, paradoxicat ly,  that  she is on[y interested in some other
symptom."al  Indeed, th is was the case for Dora,  who was on[y interested in
another symptom: her father 's.  She ident i f ied wi th her father,  wi th her father 's
impotence, through her aphonia.

Lacan cont inues to ref ine the opposi t ion:  the hyster ical  symptom comes
before the quest ion of  the symptom as such. The symptom comes to inscr ibe
i tse[ f  upon the bodywhite st i t [  remaining exter ior to the body. The symptom is not
in the body. l t  is  not  endopsychicaL. l t  is  on the outside.

In Brussets,  Lacan comments on this as fot tows:

Where have they gone, those hyster ics of  yesteryear,  those
marvel lous women, the l ikes of  Anna 0.  and Emmy von N.? Not
onLy did they pLay a certain rote,  they pLayed a certain sociaI  ro l .e.  [ . . . ]
What has reptaced these bygone hyster icaL symptoms today? ls r t
not  the case thal  hyster ics have shi f ted pLace in the sociat f ieLd?or

And there he asks:  "Might i t  not  be the case that psychoanalyt ic zaniness has
reptaced hyster ia?" By br inging the symbot ic to the fore,  psychoanalysis has
dismantled the artif ices of the hystericaI symptom, but it has atso come to occupy
the ptace of  the bond i t  formed.

Lacan further notes that:

The unconscious traces i ts or ig ins back to the fact that  the hyster ic
doesn' t  know what she is saying, when truty and ver i l 'y  she is saying
something through the words that fa iL her.  The unconscious is a
sedrment of  [anouaoe.a'

JJ

Lacan sets out a hor izon for psychoanatysis which is not a hyster icaI  hor izon
but the reatas a "bordert ine idea",e the idea of  that  which hotds no meaninq. This

40 Lacan, J., 'Joyce te Sympt6me ll l l" , op. clt., p. 569.

41 tbid.
42Lacan, J. ,  "On Hyster ia",  op.  c i t .  [Translat ion modif ied] .

43 tbid.
44 tbid.

!
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is  what led Jacques-Alain Mi l . l .er  to qual . i fy  th is reaI as Lacan's dream, something
[ ike a border l ine idea, but one that is necessary to counterbatance a st ippery
stope in psychoanatysis, a detusionatstope in psychoanalysis: the slope that leads
to "a preference given aside from at l  etse to the unconscious."as In those years,
Lacan was touching on something of  a real  that ,  for  h im, was not a scient i f ic  rea[,
but the real  of  "enjoying substance",a6 and this ted him to deem i t  that  much more
urgent to protect  psychoanatysis f rom i ts detusiona[ stope and from this
"preference given aside from att  etse to the unconscious".

Here,  in Semina r  XXIV, he ci tes an exampte of  th is tendency: the book Le
Verbier de I 'Homme aux loups authored by Nicolas Abraham and Maria Torok.aT
These neo-Ferenczian anatysts,  i f  you wi[ t ,  f rom France, set  about fot towing the
Wotf  Man down his detusionaI path by t racing al .L the echoes of  the s igni f  iers that
marked him, through atL the homophonies and equivocat ions in at [  the [anguages
that the Wo[f  Man spoke: Russian, German, the Viennese dialect ,  and so on.
These are the resonances that they catt  a Verbier,  which is a compound of
verbiage, "verbosi ty" ,  and herbier,  "herbar ium".  This is the object  that  Lacan
f inds,  str ict ty speaking, delusionat:

Despi te my having got th ings going down this path,  l th ink that
nei ther the Preface nor the book is rea[Ly in the r ight  tone. In the
delusionaLgenre [ . . . ]  t f r is  is  an extreme case, and I 'm terr i f ied at  the
feeLing that I  might be more or less responsible for  having opened
the f toodoates.as

Faced with the opening of  the f loodgates of  the s igni f ier ,  Lacan considered
that the onl .y th ing that cou[d stop psychoanatysis f  rom turning delusionatwas to
have, i f  not  a science to i t ,  then at  least  i ts idea of  a reat.  He observes that he is
abte to touch on a k ind of  reat.  He circumscr ibes a dimension that [ ies outside
meaning, which would guarantee a stop in the chain and which would at low one
to avoid gett ing sucked in by the unconscious.

"Mater iat"  is  not a representat ion,  i t  is  not  "word-presentat ions",  but  words
in their  mater iat i ty.  These are words in their  fundamentaI  equivbcat ions,  the
equivocat ion of  the Une-bdyue which atone of fers an inroad to the rea[.  In
fottowing Lacan, we stand a chance of preventing psychoanatysis from becoming
detusional ,  on the condi t ion that we do not give preference to any one of  these
forms of  consistence over the others.  l t  is  a matter of  hotding the three together,

45 Lacan, J., 14 December 197 6 lesson of Le s6minaire XXIV, op. cit, p. 15.

46 Lacan, J. ,TheSeminar,  BookXX, Encore,0n Feminine Sexual i ty:  The Limits of  Love and Knowtedge,

transt.  B.  Fink,  Norton, NewYork/London, 1998, pp.23-4.

47 [TN: Translated into Engtish by N. Rand as lhe Wolf Man's Magic Word: A Cryptonymy, University of

M inessota Press, 2005.1
48 Lacan, J., 14 December 197 6 [esson of Le s1minaire XXIV, op. cit p. 8 [TN: the Preface in question was

wri t ten by Jacques Derndal .
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of not preferr ing one "aside from att  etse",  of  not  forming a whote f rom any one
of them.

ENAPOL Vl wi t l .  of fer  us the opportuni ty to devetop the consequences of  the
new status of  the symptom and ident i f icat ion across the breadth of  our f ietd.
Leonardo Gorost iza has provided a l is t  of  these aspects:  besides the dimension
of pure psychoanatysis,  the most pressing themes in the Americas today are
viotence and aggressiveness; the widespread consumption of  drugs; the so-
cal led eat ing disorders;  sex change at  the [eve[ of  both bodies and procreat ion,
atong with i ts ef fect  on the norms; the cr is is in the norms of  the farniLy and in the
civ i l  codes that account for  i t ;  and the controversy as to the pert inence of
psychoanatysis in the f ieLd of  aut ism. With Ricardo Seldes, the organis ing
commit tee is atready at  work highl . ight ing the responses that we shat l  g ive to
these di f ferent quest ions through the texts of  the part ic ipants.

Transtated from the French by A. R. Price
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