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.s 3 foreigner in France, bi t terLY

_1 ,p and told me lwoutd PaY him

: , ' ,as doub|,e.  Was he making me

adopted country,  mY second

:sance unbeknownst to me that

.-cneyJ included in my country 's
'^  s country:  I  was "Argent ine",  as

r.  rg was touched, mY Argent ine

:= .odged, th is let ter  of  jouissance

: -v disdain for  moneY - for  having
' :>ter s igni f ier .  This s igni f ier ,  as I

:  ̂ :a I  coup[e's misunderstandings,
I  ̂ e of  d iscord between a man and
. red the sexes according to the
^ srzon the i l tusion of  the promise

=: app|. icatron of  d istr ibut ive just ice'

. :grc of  impotence in the retat ion

: :at .  lwas summoning the anatYst

:s of  inadequacy. I  had bel . ieved i t

: ,ched the Limits of  what I  was

,eo to be oure i t tusion. I  coutd f ind

:  rssrble was not to be found there.

-e that ,  though i t  had been fet t  as

,', lrren vouloir savoirl of the horror

-rrages of  being, and an access to
^e One of  existence, f rom the One-

- lpossibi t i ty  of  the sexuat rapport

analyt ic act .  But i t  took t ime to get
^s on of  the wager confronted me

i. . , 's t  never conceded to the at ib i  of

. ' ,as necessary to PaY the Pr ice of

, .s of  estabLishing the possibiLi ty of

J from the French bY David Hafner

: : - :  .  the words "n '6tre" or "not to be/not

-  - -  cerng born". ]

; - :s ler ' . ]

Money on the Couch

Eric Laurent

lmmanent Money

This is one of a series of articles written by contemporary analysts recalling a
moment of their experience in analysis with Lacan. They att touch on the price of the
session and the meaning of money for each analysand. lt was originatty pubtished in
No. 85 of La Cause du desir, the jou rnal of the Ecole de la Cause freud ienne, whose
theme for this issue translates as Money, Totem and Taboo.l Eric Laurent is an
Analyst Member of the School, member of the Ecote de la Cause freudienne (FranceJ
and of the New Lacanian Schoot.

I
ls  money the index of  exchange va[ue, of  use vatue, or of  the i r remediable discord
between the two? For a tiberat profession tike psychoanatysis, is money a just
reward for the t ime devoted by an atert  mind? ls money the instrument par
excellence for abotishing debts, the one, true, att-purpose signif ier? Or is it rather
the hidden cause par excellence, suitabte for hightighting the radicaI opacity of the
intent ion of  the analyst ,  who, t ike the hidden god, knows how to vei I  h is face at
the r ight  moment?

That is how Ftaubert characterises it in his Dictionary of Accepted /deas, atso
known as Le Catalogue des opinions chic. "Money: the cause of att eviL. Auri sacra
fames".2 This chic Lat in comes from Virgi tand means the "cursed thirst  for  goLd"
that came before capi tat ism. Money is both at t  of  that  and lots of  other th ings

1 Laurent,  E. ,  "Largent immanent" ,  La cause du d6sir ,  No. g5, oct .  2013, pp. 50-2.
2 Ftaubert, G., Dictionary of Accepted tdeas, transt. J. Barzun, New Directions, New york, 1968, p. 64.
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atso, as any debate among economists about the currency war,  or  about bank
interest rates, wit[ remind the innocent. Money defies al. l. the knowtedge that one
can etaborate about i t ,  and the 'money suppty '  cont inues to scoff  at  i ts  zeatots,
refusing to behave i tset f  according to the measures and models that  have been
e[aborated to controI  i t .  Money, in t imes of  cr is is,  is  what can disappear " faster

than you can count" .3 ls money the reat isat ion of  the fL ight of  meaning in the
universe of  representat ion? An object ion wi t t  be raised immediatety.  Money does
not f tee.  l t  accumulates,  i t  holds back, i t  h ides.  l t  is  the anal  object  par excel lence.
We may thus conclude: the dr ive c i rcui t  impt ies both retent ion and abandonment.

But money can also resonate wi th the ora[ ,  scopic or invocatory c i rcui t .  l t
devours and i t  is  devoured. l t  is  f taunted or concea[ed. l t  can be at  the heart  of  the
most voci ferous imperat ive.  l t  is  ubiqui tous.  l t  is  everywhere. l t  is  nowhere. l t  is
the hidden God, Mammon, perpetua[ty invokable in order to give fut [  account of
the conduct of  the subject .  There is nothing more immanent than that God.

Double or Quits

Morrr ,  dur ing my treatment,  certainLy went through a who[e range of
meanings. At the start  of  my psychoanatysis,  I  was st i l . t  a student.  My parents
paid for  my anatysis,  a high pr ice,  making i t  a luxury i tem in the famity struggte.
Then, as soon as I  coutd pay for i t ,  the pr ice of  the sessions returned within
norma[ [ imi ts.  I  found out what peopte of  my generat ion and professionaI mit ieu
were paying, more or [ess, because of course we asked one another, especia[ty
the guys, how much a session was.

I  had heard of  impossibte amounts that  Lacan was asking some to pay. latso
knew of cases where the amount asked, a reasonabte amount,  never var ied,
except in exceptionatcircumstances. In my case, it was neither a figure of the first
type nor of  the second. There was some modif icat ion,  in my exper ience, but
things were basicat ty stabte and foreseeabte,  unt i l  the day when I  announced to
him that I  had f inat l ,y got my head above water,  managing a mix between work
and famity l i fe to such an extent that  l ,  the son of  a doctor,  was going to be ab[e
to final.l.y undertake medicaI studies and become a psychiatrist. This late vocation
was of course going to distract me from my immediate participation in the Schoot
of Psychoanatysis, but it was just one step backwards in order to jump two steps
forward, I  assured him. I  would be more prepared for future combats,  which
woutd no doubt happen.

3 Dectarat ion of  the future President Barack Obama, dur ing the last  part  of  h is f i rst  president iaL

campaign [on 8 October 2008, at  the Indiana State Fairgrounds in Indianapot isJ,  just  when he was
getting ahead of John McCain. ["The money you've been putting away for your retirement or your kids'
cot lege educat ion is disappear ing faster than you can count." l
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I  was abte to note,  in my pract ice,  and among my fr iends, and in reading other
peopte's accounts,  the var iety of  ways in which a vocat ion for  medicine could
ar ise,  especiat [y dur ing those years when the al t iance between psychiatry and
psychoanatysis was taken for granted. In a way I wanted to do Lacan's route in
reverse, going from psychoanalysis to psychiatry,  but  i t  was in order to come
back to i t  in a better posi t ion,  I  argued. Lacan immediatety opposed my plan with
few words, altowing me to find out for myself why it was not necessary for me to
become a doctor Like my father in order to feel authorised as a psychoana[yst. He
opposed i t  by cut t ing short  the session and by demanding " f rom now on" doubte
the fee I  was paying. This sum was impossibte for  me to pay. I  d idn' t  have i t .  I
woutd have to earn i t ,  which woutd take up al t the t ime that I  had put aside for the
project, ruining the ptan totalty. Doubte or quits? I doubted! | was going to have
to manage without th is paternat ident i f icat ion.  Af ter a di f f icut t  t ime, and because
of a variety of circumstances, lwas abte to get back to the former state of affairs,
and to a more reasonabte pr ice for  the sessions.

Not Banal

I
Lacnn was def in i tety "non-negot iable"4 in quest ions of  money, but th is
intractabi t i ty  can be interpreted in many ways. l t  was mainty,  i t  seemed to me,
about separat ing money from i ts banal . i ty  and from a meaning reduced to i ts
ut i t i tar ian vatue.

I  atso heard,  outs ide his of f ice,  or  in the corr idor,  when he was accompanying
an anatysand to the door of  the apartment,  the mult ipte ways in which Lacan
coutd ask for  the pr ice of  the session. There were as many var iat ions possib[e as
there are for  exp[aining the ' fundamentaI  rute 'which begins the psychoanatyt ic
process. Lacan coutd say in a generat fashion, " l  usuat ly ask for  th is amount.  ls
that a probtem?" 0r,  on the contrary,  he might say in the most indiv idualway,
"For you, seeing as you have totd me what you told me, i t  wi tL be . . . "  He could
turn money into a major th ing and count several  t imes with astonishing care the
sum which had just  been paid.  0r  he could,  on thO other hand, reduce i t  to nothing
by asking, "You have a t i t t te something for me?" One wou[d be astonished. l t  was
anything but a banal  exchange. l f  one accepts that  the aim of  these var iat ions
was to br ing home to each person the whote range of  dr ive meanings which this
a[-purpose signi f ier  can take on, then the whote group of  these var iat ions is Like
a series that punctuates the unfotding of the psychoanatytic experience according
to the different vatues which the articu[ation of jouissance and money can take
on in i t .

4 This term refers to a quotat ion of  Lacan's,  which is the basis of  Pierre Mart in 's book Aroent et
psyc h a n a lyse IM o n ey a n d Psyc h o a n a lysr'sl, N ava ri n, Pa ri s, i gB4.
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At th is t ime of  wortd f inanciat isat ion in which we are ruled by the masters of

evatuation and best value, it is not easy to be inspired by these exempla of Lacan

in order to obtain the 'ef fect  of  resonance'  of  money. The contemporary subject ,

crushed by debts and imperat ives,  has less margin for  manoeuvre than those

who were st i l . t  t iv ing at  the end of  the 'Thir ty G[or ious Years ' .  l t  is  no doubt t ime

for us now to take on the chal tenge of  cont inuing to reinvent psychoanatysis and

i ts pract ice in our own context .

Transtated from the French by Paul,ine O'Ca[taghan

Money on the Cc-:

Jea n-Cla u

The An
the Ana

This is one of a s:-
of their expener --:
and the meantnc _ '
o/La Cause du i ._.
for  th is issue tra-:
Analyst  Membe- . - -

I oro not cor.e r . :
I  had onty lus:

seminar at Rue :
Naturat ty,  I  d id r-  : :
year. Every other ,..
at tend provided:-=

In a few minu
with interest  anc

Thus lsaw hr-  '
At  one point ,  whe^

1 Razavet,  J.-C.,  "Lar--  , ,
2 Centre for  Psychoa-.
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