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Tnr MvsrERY oF THE Pnprru

SrsrrRS AND THE Kruor
oF PnRANoTA

'nlflcrtn is a bloth, we take it as a u,hole, Lnutn's tenclting is i.nseparaltle

from ltis practice,".lacques-Alttin Miller chtirns.t This implies tlsat we
cannot sel)at'ate Lacan the theoretbian, the exceptiorta.l reader of l;reud,
the prodigiaus rhetoricinn, fi'om the l.acart wlto w{ts {t prnctitioner af
anulysis. llb tnlee Lrtcan as a blocb is trlsa to considet" tltitt bisfirst explo-
rations into psycbosis (ltis 1932 thesis oru tlte case ofAbnde is its highest
achi.euement) can be reread in tbe light af his final teaching. In the
Seruinar Le Sinthome, when he is considering Joyce's relatiansltip to
writing, Lacan himself refers to his article in "Ecrits 'trnspirds': Schizo-
g"aphie" af l93I (publisltecl by Mr*san, Pnris). Wbctt u'ere Jayce's wri-
tittgs inspired by, he asks?

I"lte ncbnirable article an tbe llapiru sisters, published lsy Lacau in the

Sun'ertlist reaiew Le &{inotavre ttt tlte end of 1933, is tto exception to this
ru,le. It aims to elucidate tlte daublc criwre that scandalixed tlte ern: two
daughters of the commorx people tndssdcre two nrcnrbers af the bar.trgeoisie;

Frenclt sociegr itself utas attacleed, andjustice ntust be suijl! T'be scandal
arudfasciruation bloch out tbe lryrc of a rrirninal act tbat Lucan succeeds

in clercding, ruhile also giuittg it its n'ngically bunwn signifirution.
One nigbt iru Febraary 1933, Christine and Lda Papiru, until tlten

irrepraacltable maids in tlte seruice of a well-to-do fantily in Le h{ans,
sauagely assassinated tbeir bass nrucl lter duwgbter. Hauing camrnitted
the doultle u'im.e, tbe sisters waslted themselues, cltanged, and loched
themselues in their raont. Tlte police fourud tbem ltr,rddled togetber in a
bed. f)uring the hastily put togetlter trialo experts rcncluded that tbe

l. Jacques-Alain Miller, "Lhomme ddcidd," Vacarme, no.l8 (200211):51-54. Online:
https://www.cairn.info/revue-vacarme-2 002- | -page-5 I .html.

two sisters were o/ pr'i 7,,:1
escalttted iuto ,i ito,iii,:,;'.2

Using tlte onl.t tric(i.:;.;.,

oJ"the psychologictl , t',i,.! :it

talzes d uieu, zppr)-i{(i :,., :t
tlte subtle -s/g.,/s rt.f .r , .-

ttt.urrlerotlsprlrir/{t' Ir.' J, , ,

i deur';. IIe also r.e/i,: ',,: ,;

in whiclt fi'eu,l 7f f -,,;;;;,,, ,

hatrecl to lot't, i71 , i ;, . ; i; ;
bottasextml fi"ratirtii i;, :it
Papin sis/els utet'e -i rr r !' r"' i ?r

to resolue tb{ rit.r,:t, , '

Siamese sisters oitl., i,.i,' "

borlies, to be cttt ttb,,i. ;.J-'

siott "ta teilt' otir ii,: : ' :

tnetophot', sl/1fr' yi,r' ,''.'.: ',.

rubile they utere -;{tti! ,i,',,: .'.

In his .settittrr; r.ri! .[,,.', -'r

tion o/'tl"t€ Slttypttii)t ; c-1..r

relatiort to bis e;f11;,,1,,i, ;r
paranoia u,ill crtrt'r'.i.h, :. ;
u,ben a subiert hrtor: . 1,

bnot is ortl1, sttppoi'tt " ) :
tre fi'om tlten ott "rt);ic ,tti.
pdranoid Ps.l,ci-rosis 1i,i.; t;i

Jacques Lacan. Tl:, 5:,.:,' '.
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,i,irt Le;it Pnpfut until tben
i'-ir,,-/q -fumily in Le Mans,

' 
:t'1lr re r', ! laping committetl
.r'r't-t. r'/tr:ngecl, and loched
ii't:'tit ltrrrlrllei togetlter iru a
..r.'pr.i'l-i c'o n cludecl tbat tbe

ttrso sisters utere ofptrf"rtb sound mind and tbat theirfix af anger had
escalated into a homicidal rage,

Using the only medical testimony tbat picleed up on the sffangeness
ot'tbe psychological couplefonned by Christine and Lda papin, Lacan
tllees a aieut opposed ta the experts wbo had ruot been abti to identffi
the subtle sigtts of psycbosis before tbe accomplisbrnent of tbiir
ntrn'derous pd.ssage to the act. For Lacan, it was a.n obaioas casi offolie
i deux. He also relies on iln article by Freud tbat was uritten in 1921,
in uhicb fi'reud discrnses narcissistic abject cboice arud the passagefrom
Iratred to loue in sibling relations, leading to nn erotic nnrt irlrctud
honrosexualfixation in the case of tlt, pn nioiac. Lacan sbous tiat the
Papin sisters taere stuch in the dead end of a specular relatioru. In order
to resolae the mystery offem.ininity's corunection to the pballus, tbese
Si.amese sisters only had at their disposal the real oJ't*i otber feruale
bodies, to be cut up and scrutinized. In additioru, tbefiguratiue ,*prn-
sion "to tear aut tbe eyes" (crever les yeux ir quelqurun) uas trot a
metapbor., since the lrapin sisters did tear out the eyes of tbeir aictims
while they uere still alioe.

In his .seminnr onJoyce tbe issues offolie i deux and tbe coTrtinaa*
tion of tbe sytnptorn return in tbe question tbat bears on James Joyce,s
relation to his schizapbrenic daugbten Lucia. In additioru, the hoit of
paranoia uill coruespond to the trefoil hnot, and Lacan will sbou tbat
u,ben a subject hnots together the imagiruary, srybolic, and real, tbe
hnot is only supported by the continuiqt of these three diruensions, R,S,I.
are frorn then on 'bne and tbe same consistence, and it is in tbis that
p arano i d p sy c b os is c onsists, "2

Lawra Soholoushy

2, Jacques Lacan, The Sinthome: The Seminar ofJacques Lacan, Booh xxttt, ed J.-A. Miller, trans. A.R.
Price (Cambridge: Polity: 2016), 41.
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