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AnlsrorlE's Dnrnpr

Lncnru Ar UNESCO
Lacan uas inuited to tbe Internationat Synposiurn beld under tbe acgis
of UNESCO on ,!: ou":i9n of tb" z,iodt anniaersary of tbe deatb
ofAristotlc. He deliuercd his speecb at the solnnn op.oros session onI June 1978.

fhe yference to tbe dream of Alexander tbe Great, utho ans
tlnred by Aristotle, refers to bis yention by Freud in cbapie, xv of tbeIntroductory Lectures on psychoan"lyris. Tbe inte$r"tatioo brtbe lquiaocal "Saty+Tjr est o.rr_,' (Satyr-7y is yours), utas ortgi-
":lI! rqgrted h! plutarcb in Tbe Liues iytui*;ous Men. Tbe tbeiry
"f!b: syilogisn still seraed the inaento, olp"yrboana$rsisfor tbe notion
o{ tbe hysurical proton pseudos ;, tii nntwurf Jirr., psychologie
(Project for a s_cientific psycholo w) of lggs, And tbe writings ofAristotlc on the dream t$ an actiaity of tbe mind duing shep are quot"d
in uaious places by Freud.

Lacan tltus euohes the Freudo-Aristotelians ubo mahe the Stagirite
a fo rerun n er of p sy c h o ana ly s is.

Laura Soboloutsklr
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E DtARrsroTE
lacques Lacan
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:- i. i re rsion prdalablen-rent publide dans

AnrsrorlE's DnEAM
Jacques Lacan

distinction is made berween object and representation. We know
this, representing it to ourselves mentally. All it takes are words
that, as they say, euohe the representation, that call it up.

How does Aristotle conceive of representation? \il/hat we know
comes only from what was picked out by a certain number of pupils of his
time. The pupils rehearse what the master says, but on the condition that
the master should know what he's saying. \Mho is to be the judge of this, if
not the pupils? So, they are the ones who know. Unfortunately-and this is
where I must bear witness as a psychoanalyst-they are dreaming as well.

Aristotle dreamed, as does everyone. \Was it he who believed himself
dury-bound to interpret Alexander's dream, laying siege to Tyre? Zdrupoq.
Za TupoE. Tlrt is thine. A classic example of play-interpretation.

Aristotle was practiced in syllogism. Is syllogism derived from dreams?
It has to be said that syllogism is always shaky. In principle it is threefold,
but in realiry it comes down to the application of the universal to the partic-
ular. All men Are mortal, so one among them is mortal as well. This is where
Freud rolls up and says that man so desires.

What proves this is the dream. There is nothing so awful as to dream of'
being doomed to l ive in repetit ion. Hence the idea of the death drive. The
Freudo-Aristotelians, pushing the death drive to the fbre, suppose Aristotle
to be articulating the universal and the particular, that is, they make him
out to be something like a psychoanalyst.

The psychoanalysand occasionally sy'logizes, that is, Aristotelizes. So it is
that Aristotle perpetuates his mastery which doesnt mean that he lives on. He
survives in his dreams. There is a pupil of Aristotle in every psychoanalysand,
but it has to be said that in this instance the universal is realized in babbling.

That man babbles is quite certain. He treats his babbling with deference, as
can be seen in the psychoanalysand returning to his psychoanalyst at the set
time. He believes in the universal. We dont knowwhy, because it's as a particular
individual that he puts himselfin the care ofwhat is known as a psychoanalyst.

Lecturedelivered at LrNFS(.(),  Paris, I  June 1978, at a conference on the occasion ofthe 23"1 centenarv
of Aristot le's Death. The French text was f irst publ ished by uNl.sCO (Paris: Le Sycomore, 1978):
23-24; then reprinted in Sinaceur, M. A. (ed.) Aristore aujourd'hui (Toulouse: Erbs, 1988); and most
recently in Ld Cause du dlsir,  no. 97 Q017): 7-9.
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Jacques Lacan, Aristotle's l)ream

It is inasmuch as the psychoanalysand dreams that the psychoanalyst
has to intervene. Would this be a matter of waking the psychoanalysand?
But on no account does he want this. He dreams, thar is to say, he clings
onto the particularity of his symptom.

IlepiYuyrlqdoesn't contain the faintest trace of this truth, which consri-
tutes a resistance to psychoanalysis. This is why Freud contradicts Aristotle,
who, in this nlatter of the soul, says nothing worthwhile-if indeed what
is left in writ ing is true to the fact of saving.

The discrimination of ro r[ imt and of rd r[ f iv elva4 which is trans-
lated as essence and as substunce qua bounded- o 6pto1to6 -reflects a
distinction in the real, that of the verbal and the real that is affected by it,
which I have myself distinguished as symbolic and as real.

if it is true, as i have stated, that there is no such thing as sexual relation,
namely that in the human species there is no universal feminine, no all
u)omen, then the result is that there is always some-one-to-boot berween
the psychoanalyst and the psvchoanalysand. There is what I shall pronounce
to be, not a representlztion,6ut a presentation of the object. l-his presentacion
is what in such instances I call the object a.Its complexity is extremer.

Aristotle overlooks this because he believes there is representation, and
this leads to Freud writing as much. fuistotle thinks-he doesn't for all that
conclude that he zi-he thinks the world, in which respect he dreams, as does
what is known as tout le monde, that is to say, all of us, the worlcl at large. He
dreams up the world he thinks, as do all those who speak. The result, as I
said, is that it's the world that thinks. -I'he first sphere is what he calls voAE.

There is no way of  knowing to what extent the phi losopher is st i l l
deluding himsel f .  Freud, of  course, deludes himsel f  as wel l .  He deludes
himself, but he notes that he speaks of numbers and surfaces. Aristotle
might have had some inkling of topology, but there's no rrace of this.

I spoke of waking. It so happens that I recently dreamed that my alarm
clock was ringing. Frcud says that we dream of waking r,vhen on no account
do we want to wake up.

Pqvchoanalysands occasionally citefuistode. He's parr oftheir material. So there
are always four people between fie prychoanalyst and *re psychoanalysand. Prycho-
analysands occruionally adducefuistode, but fie prychoanalyst has his unconscious
behind him to which he turns on occasion to make an interpretation.

l-his is as much as I can say. I consider the facr that in my dream I halluci-
nated the alarm ringing to be a good sign because, contrary to what Frer-rd says,
it so happens that, for my paft, I wake up. At least, in this case, I woke up.

Tianslated bv A.R. Price
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Lr nEvr o'ARrsroTE
lacques Lacan

n met une difltrence entre I'objet et la reprdsentation. On sait
cela, pour se le reprdsenter mentalement. il suffit de mots qui,
comme on dit, u dvoquent '', soit .. appellenl ,, la reprdsentation.

Comment Aristote conEoit-il la reprdsentation ? Nous ne le
savons que par ce quia retenu un cenain nombre d'dleves de son temps. Lrs dlwes
rdpdtent ce que dit le maitre. Mais c'est i condition que le maitre sache ce qu il
dit. Quien juge sinon les dlbves ? Donc ce sont eux quisavent. Malheureusement
- c'est l) que je dois tdmoigner en tant que psychanalyste - ils rdvent aussi.

Aristote r6vait, comme tout le monde. Est-ce lui qui s'est cru en devoir
d'interprdter le r€ve d'Alexandre assidgeant Tyr ? Satyros -Ty, esr ) toi.
Interprdtation-jeu qui est tvpique.

k syllogisme - fuistote s'y est exercd -, le syllogisme procbde-t-il du r&e ? Il
faut bien dire que le syllogisme est toujours boiteux - en principe triple, mais en
rdalitd application au particulier de l'universel. u Tous les hommes sont mortels ,,
donc un d'entre erx I'est aussi. Freud l)-dessus arrive, et dit que l'homme le ddsire.

Ce qui le prouve, c'est le r€ve. Il n'y a rien d'afheux comme de r€ver
qu'on est condamnd ) vivre ) rdpdtit ion. f) 'oir I ' idde de la pulsion de mort.
Les freudo-aristotdliciens, mettant la pulsion de mort en t6te, supposent
Aristote articulant l 'universel et le particulier, c'est-)-dire le font quelque
chose comme psychanalyste.

Le psychanalysant syllogise ) I'occasion, c'est-)-dire aristotilise. Ainsi
Aristote perpdtue sa maitrise. Ce qui ne veut pas dire qu'il vive - il survit
dans ses r€ves. Dans tout psychanalysant, il y a un dlbve d'Aristote. Mais il
faut dire que l'universel se rdalise ). I'occasion dans le bafouillage.

Que I'homme bafouille, c'est certain. Ily met de la complaisance. Comme
il se voit dans le fait que le psychanalysant revient ) heure fixde chez le psycha-
nalyste. Il croit ) I'universel, on ne sait pas pourquoi, puisque c'est comme
individu particulier qu il se livre aux soins de ce qu'on appelle un psychana-lyste.

C'est en tant que le psychanalysant r€ve que le psychanalyste a ) inter-
venir. S'agirait-il de rdveiller le psychanalysant ? Mais celui-ci ne le veut en
aucun cas - i l  r€ve, c'est-).-dire tient ) la particularitd de son sympt6me.

u l-e r6ve d'Aristote '  a dtd prdcddemrnent publ ie dans Sinaceur M. A. (s/dir.) ,  Aristote aujourd' l tui ,
lbulouse, Er is,  1988. Cette uersion.r , . rn.  rcproduct ion de la version prdalablenren, prrLl id.  d.n,
La (,ause du disin no.97 Q017):7-9.
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Jacques Lacan, Le rtue d'Aristote

Le Peri psuchis n'a pas le moindre soupgon de cette vdritd, qui constitue
la rdsistance ) la psychanalyse. C'est pourquoi Freud contredit Aristote,
lequel, dans cette affaire de l'Ame, ne dit rien de bon - si tant est que ce qui
reste dcrit soit un dire fidble.

La discrimination du to ti esti et du to ti en einai, qu'on traduit par u
essence ) et par u substance )) en tant que bornde - to /torismon - refld.te une
distinction dans le rdel, celle du verbal et du rdel qui en est affectd. Ce que
j'ai moi-m€me distingud comme symbolique et comme rdel.

S'i l  est vrai, comme je l 'ai dnoncd, qu'i l  n'y a pas de rapport sexuel, )
savoir que dans l'espdce humaine il n'y a pas d'universel feminin, qu'il n'y
a pas de u 1su1.s les femmes ,, il en rdsulte qu'il y a toujours, entre le psycha-
nalyste et le psychanalysant, quelqu'un en plus. I l y a ce que j 'dnoncerai
non pas comme reprdsentation, mais comme prdsentation de I 'objet. Cette
prdsentation est ce que j 'appelle i I 'occasion l 'objet a. I l est d'une extrdme
complexitd.

Aristote ndglige cela, parce qu'i l  croit qu'i l  y a reprdsentation, et cela
entraine que Freud l'dcrit. Aristote pense - il n'en conclut pas qu'il soit pour
autant -, i l  pense le monde, en quoi i l  rdve comme ce qu on appelle tout le
monde, c'est-)-dire les gens. Le monde qu'i l pense, i l  le r€ve, comme tous
ceux qui parlent. Le rdsultat c'est - je I'ai dit - que c'est le monde qui pense.
La premibre sphbre est ce qu'il nomme le nolts.

On ne peut savoir ) quel point le philosophe ddlire toujours. Freud bien
s0r, ddlire aussi. I l  ddlire, mais i l note qu'i l  parle de nombres et de surfaces.
Aristote eut pu supposer la topologie, mais i l n'y en a pas trace.

J'ai parle du rdveil. Il se trouve que j'ai r€vd rdcemment que le rdveil
sonnait. Freud dit qu'on r€ve du rdveil quand on ne veut en aucun cas se
rdveiller.

A l'occasion, le psychanalysant cite Aristote. Cela fait partie de son matd-
riel. I l  y a donc toujours quatre personnes entre le psvchanalyste et lq
psychanalysant. A I 'occasion, le psychanalysant fournit Aristote. Mais le
psychanalyste a derribre lui son inconscient dont i l  se sert ) l 'occasion pour
donner une interprdtation.

C'est tout ce que je peux dire. Que j'hallucine dans mon r€ve le rdveil
sonnant, je considbre cela comme un bon signe, puisque, contrairement )
ce que dit Freud, i l  se trouve, moi, que je me rdveil le. Au moins me suis-je,
dans ce cas, rdveilld.
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